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On the other hand, it would be a mistake to assume complete sexual
divergence of the male and the female from each other. We know today
that morphologically and physiologically the two sexes are not analogous
to two species. Despite the major differences of men and women in their
reproductive functions, modern physiology demonstrates that masculinity
and femininity represent extremes on a distribution of characteristics
which have much in common. In fact, men who tend to resemble the
modal female physical habitus have apparently an endocrine balance
resembling that of many women, and there are cases in which female
endocrine-bearing tissue is found in males. (See E. Allen, 1939; and Hos-
kins, 1933.) Such constitutional foundations of possible emotional and
temperamental divergence cannot be gainsaid. It is questionable if per-
sonal-social and cultural training can ever completely cover up the pos-
sible divergence of the sexes from each other, or, on the contrary, dispel
the fact that certain males have an organic predisposition to assume,
under family and other group influences, a somewhat feminine life or-
ganization, or for some females to assume masculine roles and attitudes.
(See Hinkle, 19^0.)
RECENT CULTURAL CHANGES AND WOMEN
Any marked reduction in birth rates, and hence hi the size of the av-
erage family, influences profoundly not only the-interspouse relations
but also the role and status of women in regard to groups other than the
family itself. Such changes in our society are related to our urban and
industrial culture. Certainly in most communities the household has
been relieved of many of its customary activities, and there arises among
women a demand for outlets in remunerative work or in play outside
the home. While more and more women generally are gainfully em-
ployed, the proportion of married women at work is increasing much
faster than is the proportion of married women in the total population
of this country. So, too, the attaining of political equality through the
ballot, jury service, and equal rights at law for women* in this country
and elsewhere, indicate a shift in the attitudes and status of all women,
married and single.
Meaning of changes in the role and status of women* The independence
of a woman economically and politically means that her responses to her-
self and to others will be different from those of her ancestors. Thus the
traditional role and status of daughter, wife, and mother in the house-
hold were linked up with symbols and practices of masculine dominance
of husband and father. Today, the woman at work outside the home is
cut loose from the former specific role as daughter, or wife, or mother.
The old symbols and habits of inferiority, dependence, and submission